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Activity 1: Problem-Solving

In Piri Thomas’s “The Amigo Brothers,” Felix and Antonio have a big problem.
They’re best friends, but they have to fight each other for the Golden Gloves
championship. You can learn some valuable lessons about friendship by
studying how they prepare to fight each other in the ring.

Follow these steps to see how Felix and Antonio solve their problem:
 Identify the major goal shared by the friends.
 What important obstacle stands in their way?
 List the actions the friends take to try to solve their problem. What are the

pros and cons of these actions?
 Identify a different possible solution to their problem. What are its pros and

cons?
 Finally, decide whether your solution or that of the amigo brothers is the

best. Explain why in a short paragraph.

Activity 2: Abstraction

“The Amigo Brothers” pits two best friends against each other in a championship
boxing match. Does this kind of competition take place only in sports? What can
the amigo brothers teach you about resolving conflicts in your own life?

Make a list of the major events in “The Amigo Brothers.” Then craft the outline of
a story that touches on the same conflicts and themes as “The Amigo Brothers.”
Instead of athletics, choose a different arena in which some contest will test the
depths and limits of friendship.

Activity 3: Investigation

As you read “The Amigo Brothers,” you may have been surprised by the violence
of boxing. How much do you really know about the sport known as “the sweet
science?” Whenever questions arise as you read, a little research will almost
always provide answers.

Follow these steps to gather information about the world of boxing:
 Use the Internet and other resources to investigate the history of boxing

and of the Golden Gloves.
 Look for controversies that have surrounded the sport at various times,

such as safety or racial integration.
 Choose one controversy. Create a poster in which you use words and

images to show how the issue developed over time and how it has
resolved or where the issue stands now.


